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�� he United Way of Summit County Volun-
teer Center, in conjunction with National 

Volunteer Week, celebrated the spirit of volun-
teerism at its ninth annual Volunteer Celebration 
on Thursday, April 22, 2010 at St. Joseph Fam-
ily Center in Akron.   The International Insti-
tute’s Teachers of the English Language as 
well as volunteer Donna Early were honored at 
the evening event. The group of volunteer teach-
ers, Sergio Carano, Donna Early, Kevin Hawes, 
Svetla Morrison, Cherri Passell, Carl Pfromm 
and Stephanie Siciarz teach English as a Second 
Language (ESOL) classes and Citizenship 
classes to over 400 refugees and immigrants 
each year and do so without payment.  The 
teachers as well as refugee resettlement volunteer Donna Early were also featured in a video presentation. The video pres-
entation was put together by University of Akron professor Gabriel Giralt along with UA students Anthony Codispoti, 
Nick Haidet, Brandon Tarzis and Patrick VanAuker. 

Many of the volunteers have been with the Institute for many years and find it rewarding that they are helping people in 
such a substantial way.  Donna Early has been a volunteer with the Institute for over ten years assisting with furniture do-
nations and other needs of refugee families who resettle in our community.  The Institute truly appreciates these individuals 
and could not otherwise offer so much to its clients due to its limited resources. 

Volunteer Teachers L to R: Cherri Passell, Kevin Hawes, Carl Pfromm, Svetla 
Morrison, Stephanie Siciarz 

I IA PARTICIPATES IN TICKETS FORE CHARITY 
 

The International Institute of Akron is pleased to partner with the WGC Bridgestone 
Invitational and their TICKETS Fore CHARITY Program. As a charity partner, IIA 
will receive 75% of every ticket sold! Individuals can purchase tickets at $35 each 
(kids are free) utilizing the IIA code  and benefit our organization!  Tell your family 
and friends or send an e-mail.  
 
BUY TICKETS: Use the International Institute of Akron’s promo code: BIIAYZ 
 
Group ticket sales are also welcome!  To learn more about the TICKETS Fore 
Charity Program, please visit www.buytfc.com.  



GLOBAL HORIZONS 
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Debbie May-Johnson, Executive Director 

DIRECTOR’S NOTE �
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�� e are pleased to showcase in this issue of the newsletter our 
vital volunteers who were recognized for their service at the 

United Way 9th Annual Volunteer Celebration this month.  Sergio Ca-
rano, Donna Early, Kevin Hawes, Svetla Morrison, Cherri Passell, 
Carl Pfromm and Stephanie Siciarz contribute countless hours in 
teaching, creating homes for new refugees and finding the resources 
and materials to do this, as well as providing leadership on the Interna-
tional Institute’s Board of Directors.    As a nonprofit, we know that 
volunteers are essential to the good work that we do.   They provide 
the valuable resources to fill gaps in people power and assist in devel-
oping community partnerships that advance our mission.  They are a precious treasure that allow us to meet the 
overwhelming needs of our community.      
 
Volunteering is a core value of American life.   It is our individual passion that motivates us to become engaged 
within our community.  The sense of helping one another to make a better world gives each of us the satisfac-
tion of “paying it forward.”   
 
Volunteers enrich all of our lives knowing and working with them. We congratulate our “ambassadors’ for their 
great work and contributions they make on a daily basis to the Institute and celebrate ordinary people doing ex-
traordinary things to improve our community.   
 
To look at the different volunteer opportunities with the Institute, please review and complete the volunteer ap-
plication on our website, www.iiakron.org or contact Dylanna Jackson at dylanna.jackson@iiakron.org. 
 
       
 
Debbie May-Johnson 
Executive Director 

 

Thursday, July 8, 2010 

Guy’s Party Center, 500 E. Waterloo Road, Akron 
 

Tickets are $100 which includes dinner, appetizers, open 
bar and the chance to win $2,500 as well as other great 
prizes throughout the evening.  Proceeds will benefit the 
programs of the International Institute. Call 330-376-5106. 
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Sponsored by the IIA and Women’s Auxiliary Board 

Expiration Date:  

����������������� ����������	
�������	
�������	
�������	
� ���
��
��������������	��
��������������	��
��������������	��
��������������	� ���



DEVELOPMENT NEWS �

�������

� � � � � � � � � 	 	 
 � � � 
 � 
 �

The International Institute of Akron is grateful for the 
generosity from the groups and foundations that recently 
contributed to the agency. For more information, contact 
Shelly Durbin, Director of Development at 330-376-5106, 
Ext. 26. 

A generous grant in the amount of $1,000 was received 
from the OMNOVA Foundation  for our education pro-
grams.   

The Musson Charitable Trust granted the IIA $1,500 for  
Counseling Programs. 

A $5,000 grant was received from the Lehner Family 
Foundation for our Refugee Resettlement Program. 

The American Dream Fund Public Interest Project 
awarded the IIA $2,045 for the citizenship program. 

Charter One Bank awarded the IIA $2,000 for the finan-
cial literacy program for refugee women.   

The Kenneth Calhoun Charitable Trust granted the IIA $3,450 for the education and financial literacy 
programs. 

 

 

 

2010 DORA GORDON SCHOLARSHIP  
  
At its May Board of Director’s meeting, the International Institute of 
Akron announced that Harrilyn-Grace Johnson and Khin Hnin 
Mon are the 2010 Dora Gordon Scholarship recipients.  They each 
will receive $500 toward their higher education goals.  Harrilyn re-
cently graduated from North High School and plans to study Interna-
tional Business and Prelaw at Lake Erie College.  Khin will be at-
tending the University of Akron to obtain a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Construction Engineering.  
 
Established in 2003, the Dora Gordon Scholarship is awarded annu-
ally by the Institute to honor a student who has demonstrated excel-
lent scholastic achievement. The scholarship is intended to assist 
members of families served by the IIA with the pursuit of their 
higher educational goals    
 
Dora Gordon was a volunteer teacher in the Institute’s Education 
program and was committed to the ideals of universal brotherhood.  
She left a generous portion of her estate to the International Institute 
to help fund the Scholarship program each year.  

Charter One Bank presented the International Institute a grant in the amount 
of $2,000 for its Financial Literacy Program for Women.  Shown are L to R: 
Charter One Regional Manager, Sarah Dragon, IIA Executive Director,  
Debbie May-Johnson, Business Banking Officer, Danielle Burrows-Miree and 
IIA Development Director, Shelly Durbin. 
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 · Refugee Resettlement 
· Immigration Counseling 
· Employment Counseling and Job Placement 
· Interpreting and Translation Services 
· Cultural Competence Training 
· Naturalization/Citizenship Classes 
· English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)  
· Financial Empowerment 
 
 
 
Call 330-376-5106 or visit the agency’s website at 
www.iiakron.org for more information about programs 
and services. 
 
Executive Director ---------------------- Debbie May-Johnson 
President, Board of Directors -------- Sergio Carano 
Newsletter Editor ------------------------ Shelly Durbin 
 

Speakers Bureau 

 

 
One of the ways in which we 
serve our clients and contribute 
to the community is by speak-
ing to various groups, clubs 
and organizations about what 
our agency is doing.  
 

Please call 330-376-5106  to request a speaker from 
our agency. 
 
A wide range of topics is available including: 
 
¨ General overview of the International  
¨ Institute 
¨ Refugees and Refugee Resettlement  
¨ Immigration 
¨ Cultural diversity 
¨ Cross-cultural communication  
¨ Citizenship/naturalization services  
¨ Translation and interpreting services  

Founded in 1916, the International Institute 
of Akron is a non-profit agency that contrib-
utes to the well being of the community by 
creating and implementing programs and ser-
vices to assist the foreign born to integrate into 
our society, to promote public awareness of 
the value of ethnic diversity, and to encourage 
international communication.   


